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New Book on Blaxhall 


Blaxhall has been both fortunate and special enough to be the subject of an impressive 
number of books over the last 60 years, and heavily featured in several more. Now Blaxhall 
Archive Group's Rod West has sent us news of the latest work. 


The publication of this book completes a 
project started in 2003 by the Blaxhall Archive 
Group. The BAG members felt that a trilogy of 
books covering the village's social history 
would be a fine record to a time before the 
43 present when things were done differently. 
The first two books Blaxhall's Living Past 
published in 2007 and Blaxhall's Creative Past 
_ published in 2009 tackle many aspects of the 
village's social history. 


This book Blaxhall's Farming Past covers 400 
years of farming in the parish. It records the 
changing fortunes of farmers and 
farmworkers during that long period. It 
records a time when there were many 
farmworkers living in the parish — now there 
= are none. The same can be said for farmers, 
ee in 1604 there were 30 individuals either 
M farmers or landlords and by 1950 the number 
= had reduced to eight and has continued on 
= d downward path ever since. 


This third book will be in the same format as 
the other two and the same price £20 each. 

There are copies still of the other two which 
are also at £20 each. Blaxhall's Farming Past 
will hopefully be ready before Christmas or 
just after. Contact Rodney West on rodwest59@btinternet.com to reserve your copies — say 
how many you want and your contact details. 


Church News 
The Ship 
Council News 


We Have a Facebook Page! 


Blaxhall has had an online presence since the early 


days of the internet, and there have been several History 

websites representing various aspects of the village over the This & That 
years. However, none of those have been particularly More This & That! 
interactive, nor have they readily allowed contributions from . 
multiple people. (continued on page 6) BPC Information 
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= Wa Church News = 


If you come up to St Peter's Church from time to time, you will notice that the outer doors have 
disappeared! No it isn't the work of vandals, but the first of many projects and events designed 
to keep our church standing. These new doors are being expertly hand-crafted by our own 
local carpenter Martin Danfer, who was delighted to be able to kick-start the latest fund-raising 
campaign by creating doors that are “the same, but better” and which will outlive all of us IF we 
can pull together to prevent our local treasure from soaking up so much moisture (DRAINS!)that 
it crumbles into the dust from whence it came. 


By now, some Blaxhall residents will be aware of the problems and there willbe a letter to you alll 
from the PCC (Parochial Church Council - aka the gofers!), in the Church porch, outlining the 
steps needed to ensure the church iis still standing for our great grandchildren's weddings. Since 
then Nigel, Shane and Roger have been number crunching and writing emails, while the 
Heavenly Host of Event Organisers get to work with what they do best.....organising! 


Read on fora more detailed breakdown of the latest restoration fund news. 


In the last newsletter we outlined the scale of the problems faced by the church and the need 
for considerable fundraising to enable the work to start. The PCC has decided to break the 
project into more 'manageable' segments and try to progress these in the order of priority 
specified by the architect. 


Phase 1 — replacement of all surface water drains, gullies and soakaways — estimated cost 
£49,000 


Phase 2—removal of external cement cladding on south wall of the Nave with necessary repairs 
to the underlying flint walls — estimated cost £22,000 


Once these works are complete the church fabric will be able to dry out and breath so ensuring 
that subsequent works to other parts of the building can be successfully carried out. 


The significant cost of the works has already been questioned so it is important to explain that 
the specifications for historic church works are necessarily complex and require the contractors 
employed to be both qualified and experienced in such work. Many grant funders specify the 
use of such contractors. Our architects are appropriately skilled and are recommended by the 
diocese to commission and oversee such work to the relevant standards. The PCC relies on 
their professional advice. 

(continued on page 6) 


Upcoming Dates 


17 December 1lam_ Holy Communion 12 January 1lam_ Holy Communion 
22 December 6.300m CAROL SERVICE 19 January 10am _ Benefice Communion 
25 December 9am_ Holy Communion 21 January 1lam_ Holy Communion 


Coming in February - our first fundraising quiz - watch out for posters and flyers! 
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Some Words from the Chairman 


VILLAGE HALL AND PLAYING FIELD 

We are progressing our quest for new play equipment. At present we are defining our 
proposals which will include combination swings, a swinging roundabout, flush access 
roundabout, springers, boules pitch and outside table tennis with associated soft surfaces. In 
addition the climbing frame will be refurbished. We are also considering phase 2 which could 
include a zip wire. This is a very ambitious project. We have obtained a quote for all the 
equipment, we now need to obtain 2 additional quotes to go forward with our grant 
applications. We think this would provide a good play area for all age groups and should serve 
the village for at least 20 years. 


We welcome all comments on our choices, please give us your opinions on what you think is 
needed we can finalise our proposals. 


Please support our Village Hall events as all money raised will go toward the play equipment. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The party willbe on 14th December. We are lucky to have been able to book Ant MacAndrew 
for the music, he is a great talent and will please music lovers and dancers alike. Food will be 
our traditional home cooked Christmas buffet, with turkey and ham as well as vegetarian 
dishes. There is also a licensed bar. This is always a good village get together and a great way 
to get into the Christmas spirit. Come along, you won't be disappointed. Please ring me 688192 
or Joy 688309 for tickets as soon as possible, leaving it to the last minute gives us catering 
difficulties. 


Graham Bowles. 


Bus Service 

For those who used the previous bus service, or would like to make use of one in future, the 
message is “don't give up hope!”. While funding is increasingly tight everywhere at the 
moment, the Parish Council are currently exploring a number of avenues and options, as a 
result of which there are little flickers of light at the end of the tunnel. Indeed, there are even 
wild rumours that a canceled service not too far away has actually been reinstated, so cross 
your fingers and watch this space. 
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The Ship . 7 = 


Circumstances have prevented our regular correspondant from supplying her usual excellent 
update for this addition, but owner Terry has kindly stepped in to plug the gap with a précis of the 
pub's history, traditions, appeal and current challenges. 


For newcomers to the village, the Ship Inn has had a colourful history of at least 300 years and the 
tradition of music, singing and good fellowship continues to this day. The tradition of fighting 
anyone from anywhere else, has thankfully, died out. 


The interior is deliberately left much as it was when famous film recordings were made there in the 
1950's and early 1970's. 


The records of a disappearing way of life are treasured by the English Folk Song & Dance Society 
and are known to everyone who has an interest in the traditional music, song, and dancing of old 
England and East Suffolk in particular. Googling 'Blaxhall Ship Inn and ‘Barley Mow' will Usually find 
these film records. 


In 2006/7 when the pub was forsale as a possible ‘building development opportunity’ the current 
owner invested in the Freehold. Since then, the Ship Inn at Blaxhall has continued to defy the 
trend of pub closures; but not without a great deal of effort from enthusiastic staff and the 
frequent departure of managers needing rest and rehabilitation, counselling, or an escort of 
policemen. 


The pub continues to be privately owned and a ‘free house’ with eight en-suite letting rooms and 
no brewery tie. 


The Ship enjoys the services of Reda, an excellent Chef producing a high standard of Home 
Cooking at pub prices. 


The traditions of the Blaxhall Shido are maintained by a substantial program of music and 
entertainments including the traditional Monday afternoons of 'Sing, Say or Play’ for anyone with 
any competence (or none aft all), the fortnightly Thursday's Busker's event, professional 
entertainers of National standard at weekends, and even an outdoor Rock & Roll Concert with 
two or three bands every August. 


For this last, we ask the continuing tolerance of Blaxhall Village as without it, we would lose a 
substantial revenue and a great opportunity to raise public awareness of a rare example of a 
Traditional Village Inn surviving in a village off the beaten track, where many of the houses are 
second homes or holiday lets. 


The long suffering owner and the hard working staff, ask that the Villagers recognise the social 
asset on their doorstep and support us. 


Terence Davey 
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Poor Law Penuary 


The 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act was introduced to curb the cost of poor relief and address 
abuses of the old system, prevalent in southern agricultural counties, by enabling a new system 
to be brought in under which relief would only be given in workhouses, and conditions in 
workhouses would be such as to deter any but the truly destitute from applying for relief. (At the 
time some authorities also used the growing industrialiastion of the north to claim there was 
virtually guaranteed employment there). 


Not surprisingly, this resulted in heavy critcism and opposition, including country-wide petitions 
for total repeal (There were 493 signatories in Blaxhall, Eye and Tunstall). Eventually, in 1837, a 
Lords Select Committee was asked to investigate, which is where Blaxhall enters the fray. 
Among the handful of relief recipients chosen from Suffolk for examination was 46 year-old 
widow and mother of twelve, Susan Ling, whose huband had died from smallpox 3 years earlier. 
The family lived at one end of the now-demolished terrace near the entrance to Fir Tree farm. 


Most parish relief officials’ prime concern was the welfare of the poor-rate payers, rather than 
that of the applicants for relief, resulting in widows with children being seen as the greatest 
burden, so it's not difficult to believe Susan’s claim that the relieving officer and board had been 
continually urging her to go to Lancashire. When she refused they threatened to 'send her into 
the Prison Workhouse, to see if that would not alter her mind about going away’. While 
authorities denied this was official policy, it was admitted by the local officer that Susan Ling's 
allowance had been stopped and that she had been ‘offered the workhouse’, because she 
and her children were capable of earning a living. When pressed, he admitted that her 
continual refusal to go to Lancashire had been taken into consideration when the Board made 
the decisions to reduce her out-relief and, finally, to order herinto the workhouse. 


There are two sides to every story of course, and we can't discount the relieving officer's 
description of Susan as a rather fat-looking woman who was perfectly capable of work, but 
with a temper that was not by any means agreeable. Inreality though, the evidence shows that 
the older children were away supporting themselves and even the young children did part- 
time farm work, so the family's case seems pretty genuine. They also received strong support 
from local farmer James Hillen, who pleaded for the family to receive a larger flour ration, 
describing them as half-starved, their treatment as cruel and several of the board as inhumane. 
We'll never know for sure if SUsan did everything possible to help herself and her children, but 
either way we do know she died afew years laterin 1843, aged 54. 


Personally | like to give her the benefit of the doubt, but then | would, as she was my 3 x great 
grandmother. 


The More Things Change, the More They Stay the Same 

Given Terry's mention of the Ship's history on page 4 it seemed an opportune time to dig out 
these two photos. They are separated by some 120 years, a period in which many aspects of 
Blaxhall life have changed beyond recognition, yet | would like to think someone teleported 
from the first pic to the second wouldn't feel entirely lost. 
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Sparkling Coffee Morning 


This & That 


Blaxhall may not have had its own bonfire and fireworks this year, but determined not to miss out 
those attending the ees cole moming on eee the Sth braved the chilly morning to 


= mark the day with 
§ traditional sparklers. 


(The editor of this 
newsletter would like 
it known that he 
does not condone 
playing with fire, but 
since no buildings 
were damaged and 
no villagers reported 
‘immolated he will 
turn a blind eye on 
this occasion) 


For anyone who likes 
a good chat, bit of a 


laugh and occasional access to matches, the coffee mornings are held at the youth hostel on 


the first Tuesday of every month at 10:30am. 
Continued from page 1... 
Step forward Facebook! 


Blaxhall Parish Council has created (and now 
maintains) a page on Facebook at 
httes://www.facebook.com/blaxhall, where 
updates will be posted about events and 
news. 


In addition, a Facebook group inventively 
named 'Blaxhall group' has been created 
and is attached to the page. This can be 
reached using the 'Visit Group' button on the 
Blaxhall page. It is hoped that the group will 
be a space where those living in or interested 
with Blaxhall will be able to post their own 
news items, and comment on those from 
fellow members. 


It's early days and feedback is welcomed, 
and we hope to ‘virtually’ see some of you 
online soon. 


Power Cut Helpline 

With winter about to descend it seems a good 
time to note the the UK Power Networks 
emergency number of 0800 3163105. Also, 
remember if you have an old wired phone in 
the back of your cupboard, it will still work 
when the power’s off and your mobile’s flat. 
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Continued from page 2... 


We have submitted to the Diocese the 
necessary requests for permission to carry out 
phases 1 and 2 and their approval is waited. 
This first stage is vital as many grant funders 
will not accept applications without the 
necessary permissions being in place. The 
good news is that local authority planning 
and listed building consents are not required 
—saving both time andmoney. 


The PCC has allocated £15,000 of its reserves 
to the project and now seeks to raise the 
balance by grants, donations and local fund 
raising activities. Members of the PCC 
register and Friends of St Peter's have 
received letters explaining the project and 
seeking donations. We now need the 
support of all local residents and really hope 
that you willbe able to contribute. 


Donations may be made by BACS to-—PCC of 
Blaxhall, sort code 20-98-07, account 
10688622 or by cheque payable to PCC of 
Blaxhall and sent to Sheila Scopes, PCC 
Treasurer, Old Post Office, Blaxhall IP12 2EB. 
All donations will be acknowledged and if 
you are able to gift did your donation the 
PCC canclaim back 25% from HMRC. 
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Picnic Bench Official Opening 

The super new picnic bench purchased with the donation left by June Rope was officially 
opened in September. A dozen or so attendees were treated to some glorious evening 
sunshine, tasty nibbles and a glass of 
vino, ultimately brought to a fitting 
close by avery English downpour! 


The event also saw a small plaque 
mounted to the bench explaining 
how it came to be. So, once again, 

thanks June. 4 


Broadband Hiccups 


The village has suffered three 
lengthy broadband outages in the 
last month, one lasting almost a day, 
the others several hours apiece. 
According to Openreach only one 
was down to equipment failure, the 
other two were third-party cable 
damage. 


Broadband in Blaxhall is something of a double-edged sword, in that most of us get upwards of 
10mb, which is not super-fast by the government's own definition, but not bad enough to get 
priority treatment from Openreach in upgrading all of us to the far-superior full-fibre technology 
that it's beginning to roll out across the country. While we wait, those struggling with slow speeds 
could do much worse than consider some of the smaller providers such as Uno and Hyperoptic; 
they won't give you an outright faster connection, but where they excel is in not throttling 
customers at peak times, so you at least get the maximum speed your line can provide all day 
every day. My own connection on Stone Common peaked at around 16mb with TalkTalk, but 
plummeted to Imb or less at busy times, whereas with Uno! get 16.9mb 24/7. There's a wealth 
of great information here; https://www.ispreview.co.uk/review/top 10.php 


Summer Fete 


Back in early August a warm summer day 
played host to Blaxhall's annual fete and 
produce show. A variety of regular stalls and 
side-shows, as well as some great new ones, 
were all enjoyed by an excellent crowd, 
who, as ever, used the opportunity to catch 
up with old faces and enjoy a BlaxhallTea. 


The result, in addition to large amounts of fun, 
was an excellent total raised of £2714.42, 
from which the church and playing 
field/village hall willeach receive £1357.21. 


Ready for the the stampede ... 


We would, of course, love to bring you a raft 
of photos showing all the above action, but it 


Allotments Secretary 


— is 


seems everybody was too busy enjoying 
themselves to take any pictures! That said, 
just to prove it really happened, we do at 
least have the above-right snap taken shortly 


before the opening. 


77F 


Mercedes Oakley has now stepped down 
from her role as the allotments secretary. Her 
place has been taken by Sophie Martin, who 
can be reached by phone on 07724 356916 or 
by email at Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com. 
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BLAXHALL PARISH Counc] 
Parish Councillors 
Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 688205 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Maggie Jennings 01728 687689 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 
ray.herring@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 

Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2020 dates are: Wednesday 8th January, Wednesday 4th March, 
Wednesday 6th May, Wednesday Ist July, Wednesday 2nd September and Wednesday 4th 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 40m, Mon-Fri 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: 2019 dates: 31 July, 28 August, 25 September, 23 October, 
20 November, 18 December. 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help @suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 30" January 
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